
PERSUASIVE SPEECH 
CA 200, Fall 2013 

 
The Assignment: Create and perform a 5-7 minute speech persuading classmates to help solve one of the problems of online 
communication. Problems might be at the level of norms, affordances, or discourse and can be solved by website/platform 
administrators, users, or governmental policies. Your audience will be your classmates. You can assume that your audience is 
generally familiar with online communication. This assignment asks you to use the oral speech genre, which involves academic prose 
and 2-3 main points. Create a slide presentation using PowerPoint, Keynote, Prezi, or some other visual slide presenter. Use at least 
one screen shot from your deliberation experiences online. The speech should be delivered extemporaneously (use speaking notes that 
have key words or phrases; do not use a full sentence-manuscript).  
 
Within 24 hours of giving your speech, submit all of your materials to Learn@UW, including your Speaking Outline, Slide 
Presentation, Works Cited Page, and the video of your speech, in addition to a short two paragraph cover letter that explains the 
process you used to create your speech. Explain what changes you made during each stage of your revision process and why.  
 
The Due Date: Lab A presents on Monday, November 4, and Lab B presents on Monday, November 11 
 
The Rubric: 

	   	   	   Quality of Argument 10   9   8   7   6   5   4  3   2   1   0    
*Clearly presented the problem, who it affects, and why it’s significant Meets all 

criteria at 
high level 

Meets some 
criteria; 
uneven 

Meets few 
criteria *Clearly presented the solution, why it’s effective, and specific steps for 

implementation 
*Used a strong call to action 
*Anticipated and responded to audience objections 
 Oral Delivery  10   9   8   7   6   5   4     3   2   1   0    
*Volume made the speaker easier to hear and understand Meets all 

criteria at 
high level 

Meets some 
criteria; 
uneven 

Meets few 
criteria *Vocal variety (intonation, speed, volume) conveyed emotion and emphasized 

particular points 
*Pauses indicated new points and allowed the audience time to process speaker’s 
arguments 
*Gestures were varied and served to emphasize points without distracting the 
audience 
Visual Slides 10   9   8   7   6   5   4     3   2   1   0    
*Slides used contrast, repetition, alignment, and proximity effectively Meets all 

criteria at 
high level 

Meets some 
criteria; 
uneven 

Meets few 
criteria *Slides enhanced the argument 

*Deliberate choices were made between visual and oral modes 
*Slides were presented effectively (speaker gestured toward slides, incorporated 
slides into his/her presentation, and talked to the audience not the screen) 
Overall Clarity 10   9   8   7   6   5   4     3   2   1   0    
*Introduction included an attention-getter, a thesis, and a preview statement Meets all 

criteria at 
high level 

Meets some 
criteria; 
uneven 

Meets few 
criteria *Conclusion restated the thesis and preview statement and offered a concluding 

thought 
*Topic sentences and transitions were clear 
Process 10   9   8   7   6   5   4     3   2   1   0    
*A cover letter is turned in with the assignment and articulates the process used to 
write the speech and design the slides 

Meets all 
criteria at 
high level 

Meets some 
criteria; 
uneven 

Meets few 
criteria 

*Change is identified in the writing process (the beginning is different from the 
middle and end) 
* Cover letter discusses conferences or consultations, including in-class peer-
review and the required visit to DesignLab  

 


